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Techno-Politics, Punk Rock, 
and Portable Music Players
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Obsolescence of Music Listening Tech  

Punk Engineering

This presentation focuses on the socio-political 
impacts of consumer agency in music technology.
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Commodification of Community
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Streaming didn’t just replace music tech — it 
erased a whole culture around it.

(500) Days of Summer (2009), Empire Records (1995),Hackers (1995). Hairspray (1988)
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Planned obsolescence in consumer electronics 
systematically removes user autonomy to increase 
corporate control.
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The City of Fort Collins



5

The shift from physical music devices to streaming 
engineered user dependence by reducing service 
diversity and removing personal modifiability and 
ownership.
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@1THEMILKMAN1, Pinterest
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What was marketed as unlimited musical freedom 
has become a mechanism for cultural 
homogenization and corporate influence.
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Spotify is the clearest example of music listening 
being rebuilt as a data-extraction business,  not a 
cultural ecosystem.
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The erosion of shared musical spaces has intensified 
demand for live, local, and communal music 
experiences.

FEEL SPEAK

SING DANCE
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When users reclaim non-algorithmic listening 
practices, they directly challenge the consolidation 
of cultural and technical power.
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The resurgence of analog and outdated media 
reveals functional and experiential gaps that 
centralized corporate systems have failed to meet.
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@Djf47021, Reddit
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Punk engineering rejects top-down design by 
centering repairability, user modification, and 
community-driven technological agency.
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DIY MP3 Player
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Designing music technology that serves people, not 
platforms, requires understanding what users 
actually value, reject, and need.

-punkengineering.neocities.org-
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Reclaiming autonomy over music technology is part 
of a larger movement toward user-driven design 
and anti-obsolescence engineering.
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Right to Repair Punk Urbanism


